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This addition to the very useful Practical Ap- 
proach series is the first of two volumes dealing 
with immunochemical techniques. This area, 
although now about 100 years old, has only been 
exploited extensively by biochemists in the last 10 
years or so. However, these antibody-based tech- 
niques are now recognised as powerful methods 
for the analysis and purification of molecules with 
masses greater than a few hundred daltons. 
The aim of this book is to describe the methods 
required for the preparation and application of an- 
tibodies; the most widely used methods and those 
of particular importance in applied research are 
covered. The seven chapters deal with: the proper- 
ties of antibodies and antigens, the production of 
polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies (including 
human monoclonal antibodies), immunoaffinity 
chromatography, immunodiffusion and electro- 
phoresis, and haemagglutination-haemolysis meth- 
ods. (The second volume is reported to cover: ra- 
dioimmunoassay, enzyme-immunoassay, immuno- 
fluorescence including fluorescence-activated cell 
sorting, and the uses of antibodies in blood group 
and HLA serology.) 
Apart from the first chapter, which gives an 
overview of antibody-based techniques, each 
chapter provides: a brief introduction to a set of 
methods, detailed protocols for the use of the 
methods, examples of the results obtained and a 
list of references. The descriptions are accurate 
and thorough. Of particular value are the excellent 
photographs for the illustration of, for example, 
immunoelectrophoresis patterns. The book also 
contains a good index and an appendix listing the 
suppliers of equipment and reagents. Some of the 
material included, e.g. polyacrylamide gel electro- 
phoresis, may seem redundant but it allows the 
volume to stand alone as a source of information. 
In some places the methods described are not the 
latest version and, in others, alternatives get at best 
only passing mention but these are not significant 
defects especially when balanced against the 
book’s size and price. The only reservation I have 
is that insufficient space has been given to im- 
munoblotting (Western blotting); this technique is 
very powerful, has numerous applications and 
merits more extensive treatment. 
Overall, this volume covers some of the major 
immunochemical techniques in a balanced and 
practical way. Together with its companion 
volume it should provide a compact but fairly 
comprehensive source of technical information 
which will allow relative novices to apply the 
methods described with confidence. 
G.B. Wisdom 
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